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which Homer makes us familiar; and in the monarchies of
Horner the status of woman is always elevated and her
influence great. The wife shares the position of her hus-
band, and his family are treated with all the deference
due the head. As the king derives his authority by
divine right, the people live peaceably under the govern-
ment of their chief as under the authority and protection
of the gods. Such are the salient features of the Homeric
polity.

With what inimitable grace does the poet initiate us
even into the life of the little girl at her mother's side.
Achilles is chiding Patroclus for his tears: "Wherefore
weepest thou, Patroclus, like a fond little maid that runs
by her mother's side and bids her mother take her up,
and tearfully looks at her till the mother takes her up?"
Now, let us note the maiden at the dawn of womanhood.
The mother had prayed that her daughter might grow up
like Aphrodite in beauty and charm, and like Athena in
wisdom and skill in handiwork. Father and mother ob-
serve with happiness her radiant youth; and her brothers
care tenderly for her. Her pastimes consist in singing
and dancing and playing ball and the various forms of
outdoor recreation. Young men and maidens join together
in these sports. Homer represented such scenes on the
Shield of Achilles: "Also did the lame god devise a dancing
place like unto that which once in wide Cnossos Daedalus
wrought for Ariadne of the lovely tresses. There were
youths dancing and maidens of costly wooing, their hands
upon one another's wrists. Fine linen the maidens had
on, and the youths well-woven doublets, faintly glistening
with oil. Fair wreaths had the maidens, and the youths
daggers of gold hanging from silver baldrics. And now
they would run round with deft feet exceeding lightly, as
when a potter sitting by his wheel that fitteth between